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ESEE FANEL NETWORK INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE  

The Other Europe? Resilience and Assertiveness in Our Region  

– Opening Session –   

Summary prepared by Ioana Iulia BLAGA, PhD student, 

in cooperation with Rebeca BAȘUȚ, MA student 

ESEE Fanel Network Research assistant volunteers 

 

The online international “The Other Europe? Resilience and Assertiveness in Our Region” 

conference started its opening session on the 14th of January and it welcomed experts in the 

field of extended International Relations, and their views on issues that describe vital social and 

political issues, specific to Eastern and South-Eastern Europe, the wider Black Sea region and 

Central Europe.  

 Welcome Notes 

● Professor Remus PRICOPIE, Rector the National University of Political Studies and 

Public Administration (SNSPA); 

● Mrs. Alina INAYEH, director of the Black Sea Trust for Regional Cooperation of the 

German Marshall Fund of the United States 

Host and Project Manager: Professor Liliana POPESCU (Ph. D. University of Manchester), 

Vice-Rector for International Relations, the National University of Political Studies and Public 

Administration (SNSPA) 

Keynote Speakers: 

● Senator Anca DRAGU, Romanian Senate, Former President of the Romanian Senate, 

Member of the European Affairs Committee; 

● H.E. Mrs. Luminița Teodora ODOBESCU, Presidential Adviser for Foreign Policy and 

European Affairs; 

● H.E. Mme Laurence AUER, Ambassador of the French Republic in Romania. 

Moderator: Prof. Liliana POPESCU, President of the ESEE-Fanel Network Board. 

https://esee-fanel.net/events/esee-fanel-network-international-conference/
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Professor Liliana POPESCU, Vice-Rector for International Relations of the National 

University of Political Studies and Public Administration (SNSPA), opened the conference 

and its first session by wholeheartedly welcoming everybody as host of the event and as 

Project Manager of ESEE Fanel Network.  

The Network was established in 2020 with the support of the Black Sea Trust for Regional 

Cooperation of the German Marshall Fund of the United States (GMFUS), with the aim of 

helping connect women experts in international relations and related fields from Eastern, 

South-Eastern, and Central Europe, and assists them to increase the visibility of their 

activity and expertise. 
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Professor Remus PRICOPIE, Rector of the National University of Political Studies and 

Public Administration (SNSPA), welcomed the guests and speakers of the conference, all 

friends both of the university and with common ideas, by drawing attention to his presence 

in an all-female panel, a fanel, mirroring the Romanian government that has one woman 

in 21 ministers. 

He reiterated that SNSPA has an important role to play, as any other university should, in 

supporting and promoting women’s expertise within the Romanian society, as it has been 

doing since the early ‘90s, when Professor Mihaela Miroiu established a very strong 

feminist footprint.  

SNSPA aspires to contribute to the establishment of public policies that promote equal 

opportunities for men and women through its study programs and faculty experience. 

While acknowledging the importance of drawing attention to the under-representation of 

women in the area of decision-making and implementation of public policies, he expressed 

that, although women's competence may be found in many other industries, unfortunately 

it is not being appropriately used in the act of governing, which is a major loss for the 

quality of government and public policy.  
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Mrs Alina INAYEH, director of the Black Sea Trust for Regional Cooperation of the German 

Marshall Fund of the United States, welcomed speakers, guests, and participants of the 

conference for expressing their support for ESEE Fanel Network.   

She believes that it is critical to acknowledge that there are at least two Europes: one that 

is protected by the EU and NATO, and one that is not. In this way, the division and 

polarization stem from more than just contrasting liberal and illiberal Europe. It is critical 

to consider both of these Europes. 

To begin with, illiberal trends are spreading across Europe and the transatlantic area. We 

are witnesses to a liberal Europe and an increasingly illiberal Europe. We can also discuss 

illiberal and liberal civil societies across the continent or within the same country, such as 

Romania, where some people are committed to liberal values while others are more 

inclined to illiberal ideologies. Bringing this issue to the table and effectively addressing it 

is therefore vital and timely. Second, we must understand that there is still a portion of 

Europe that needs and deserves to be incorporated into the transatlantic dialogue as an 

essential subject that must be addressed and argued. 
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Senator Anca DRAGU points out that the existence of another Europe, as well as the 

presence of increasingly illiberal ideas, attitudes, and, most importantly, governments 

throughout the continent, puts all of Europe in a risky situation. For illiberal regimes to 

exist, some preconditions need to coexist, such as weak institutions, deficient or diffused 

democratic values, a soft civil society, low standards of living, and a lack of economic 

performance. Illiberal regimes, according to the senator, are associated with populism in 

the form of economic populism and nationalistic slippages. 

Nowadays illiberalism is a hot and important topic because we see that the described 

preconditions are present in the Western Balkans and the East of Europe, where illiberal 

ideas are currently being displayed. With regards to those EU states that show illiberal 

tendencies, the EU has a set of strong tools to keep countries on the right track, for 

example, the rule of law mechanisms. But, generally, to minimize the risks of illiberal 

regimes, civil society also needs to get involved, speak up, to participate in the decision-

making processes.  

With a view to the evolution of both Europes and their common challenges, such as 

illiberalism or social, economic and sanitary crises, Senator Anca Dragu believes that trust 

must be built bidirectional – from governmental institutions to its citizens and vice-versa, 

for both the EU and non-EU states.  
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H.E. Mrs. Luminița Teodora ODOBESCU considers that there is only one Europe and that 

we should put aside all the divisions in the European space, which must be seen as one. 

She underlined the importance of believing in the credo of one Europe and in devoting our 

energies to fathering the cohesion of different parts of Europe.  

What our region is facing in terms of security challenges should become opportunities to 

be better and to achieve progress. Unity in diversity, our old EU motto, is equally valid 

outside the EU, and it should help us in achieving cohesiveness across all European areas 

by bringing them closer together in actions, values and beliefs. 
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H.E. Mme Laurence AUER strongly believes in one Europe. As Romania celebrates 15 

years since it became part of the EU, H.E. sincerely hopes that, during the French Presidency 

of the EU Council, Romania’s image abroad will improve.   

Although the crises, such as the pandemic, changed the vision that we have of Europe, the 

French position has been constant in the past years when it comes to regional resilience 

and assertiveness. France considers that the EU needs stronger policies, especially for 

defense, to improve our regional and global positions. As foreseen by the Strategic 

Compass, the EU needs to become a security provider for its citizens, act more quickly and 

forcefully to safeguard our principles and interests, and contribute to world peace and 

security.  

Since the 1st of January 2022, for the first time in more than a decade, France took over the 

Presidency of the Council of the European Union, and H.E. briefly presented France’s role 

and the French Presidency Agenda. Built around three crucial keywords, recovery, power, 

and belonging, the French Presidency aims to prioritize major legislative changes in 

climate, social and digital domains, by advancing several crucial dossiers, including digital 

sector regulation, economic recovery, sovereignty, global tax reform, and climate change. 

As the French Presidency agenda lays out, France will focus on the future of Europe, 

charting a vision for 2030, where investment, values, youth, culture, health are at the center 

of an ambitious change plan.  

 

The opening session of ESEE Fanel Network International Conference “The Other Europe? Resilience 

and Assertiveness in Our Region” was followed by roundtable on “How can women experts from 

Eastern, South-Eastern and Central Europe counter illiberal trends?” (a summary is available on our 

website). 

The event was recorded - watch the video. 

https://esee-fanel.net/events/esee-fanel-network-international-conference/
https://esee-fanel.net/events/esee-fanel-network-international-conference/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MDBYV51HzR8&t=2798s&ab_channel=ESEE-Fanel

